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Lyn May (right) is a participant from Connecticut: “Despite her knowledge, strength and quick action, in 
our female-dominated family my sister’s breast cancer at 56 was a shock.  When it happens to one of us, it 
feels like it happens to all of us. You feel powerless. You feel that you all have the cancer.”

“We are fortunate that her cancer hasn’t dominated our lives and that frightening time has grown fuzzy 
in our minds. Too many families aren’t as lucky as my family has been. That is why I joined the Sister 
Study - to help bring attention to this death-causing, family-destroying illness.” 

“We must educate ourselves and others.  We must learn and teach; and we must help all men and 
women - but especially men and women of color - understand that good care, knowledge and attention can save 

lives.  As people of color we must believe our lives are worth saving.”

We would like to give special recognition to the Puerto Rico Primary Health Care Association, Inc. 
(PRPHCA), a not-for-profit organization representing agencies providing preventive and primary 
healthcare services to their communities.  PRPHCA has been instrumental in providing us with 
guidance on approaching their diverse clientele. They recently coordinated a successful informational 
session where they graciously hosted 18 Health Center Corporations and the 37 sites the Association 
represents.  The meeting they hosted is an example of how much our recruitment benefits from the 
assistance of volunteers and agencies that have direct access to women who may be eligible for the 
Sister Study. 

The participant sisters and supporting organization featured below are special recruitment collaborators for the Sister Study. They 
have been involved in diverse recruitment activities and have contributed immensely to the study.  

Stories from the Heart

Volunteer Spotlight

Barbara Moore (left), a participant from New York, learned about the Sister Study at the 
Coalition of Labor Union Women convention in Detroit in 2005: "My sister Mary Catherine 
wasn't aware that she had breast cancer until it was late stage.  She had a mastectomy in 2003, 
and on Thanksgiving of that year she passed away.  I was devastated.  We were so close. The Sister 
Study said they were looking for the causes.  That really caught my attention."

Partner Organizations 

The Sister Study is conducted by the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences,
one of the National Institutes of Health of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

We have one more year to reach our goal of 50,000 women.  You can help by telling everyone you know about the study.  It is 
especially important to encourage under-represented women, including those over 65, African Americans, Latinas, and Asian 
women to join the study.  One of our most successful methods for recruiting sisters for the study is friends telling friends and 
sisters telling sisters.  Please call 1-877-4SISTER or email info@sisterstudy.org to find out other ways you can help.

We are almost there, but.... 


